
Dear Members,

I hope that some of you have been able to carry out some of the Self-Guided tree
walks that we have suggested over recent months. The May visit we have lined up
is in Wales on May 22nd where Government rules have been changing earlier than
in England so it remains to be seen if the visit will be self-guided, in groups of six or
in  groups  up  to  30.  We  have  been  given  free  access  to  the  property  so  a
contribution for charity would be appropriate.

Some of you may know that over the last dozen years or so I have been a recorder
of Ancient, Veteran and Notable Trees for the Woodland Trust’s Ancient Tree Hunt
and more recently Ancient Tree Inventory (ATI) (www.ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk). In
the summer of 2020 some of the more experienced ATI recorders were asked to
help  in a research project  based upon the ATI  records and part  funded by the
Woodland Trust.  

Fifty-two 1km squares were chosen randomly throughout England and a similar
number of ATI recorders were asked to visit as much of the 1km square allotted to
them as was possible legally, i.e. on roads, public rights of way, permission from
owners etc and to record any trees that fell within the usual Ancient Tree criteria of
Ancient, Veteran and Notable.  (I will explain these categories another time.)   In the
end 33 volunteers surveyed one 1Km square, three surveyed two 1km squares and
the Ph.D. student from Nottingham University, Vicky Nolan, whose project this was
surveyed 13 squares.

The aim of the survey was to use the data to predict the number of ancient and
veteran trees in the whole of England by trying out various models to fit the data.
With  one  very  notable  exception  in  which  175  Ancient  and  Veteran  Trees  had
previously  been  recorded,  the  great  majority  of  1km  squares  had  no  previous
records but a total of 285 ancient and veteran trees were recorded for the first time.
These findings were used to predict the number of ancient and veteran trees that
would  be  found  in  other  1km  squares  throughout  England  where  none  had
previously been recorded. The predictions were ground checked and found to be
remarkably accurate. I have had to give you this background information in order to
explain the quite remarkable predicted figure of 2 million ancient and veteran trees
that  have not  so far  been recorded and to  request  that  members  of  STT start
recording any that they see.
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At present any member of the public is at liberty to register with the ATI and to start
recording any “special” trees that they see using their mobile phone.  The process
is quite straight forward and shows icons of previously recorded trees in the area to
avoid duplication. Your mobile phone allows photos of the tree to be pinned to the
new record being made. You are asked to add some details but even if you do not
know the species of tree the record will be added to the ATI as an Unverified record.
This appears on the map of the area as a grey Oak shaped icon with a large U for
Unverified. It is then up to the likes of me or one of some 100 verifiers located all
round the UK to visit the spot and complete any missing details, measure the girth
of the tree if it had only been estimated and add one or more photos if they have
not been added and then to mark the tree as Verified.

It is my firm belief that all members of the Severn Tree Trust are well qualified to act
as recorders for the Ancient Tree Trust. Remember there are 2 million Ancient and
Veteran trees as well as countless Notable trees waiting to be recorded in England
alone.  I am more than happy to go through the procedure with any member who
feels they would prefer this before starting to record trees on their own. 

22nd May 2021 @ 2pm - Event-  A Welsh highland garden- Bryn y Llidiart-
near Llanrhaeder-ym-Mochant (better know for the Pistill Rhaeadr waterfall) in
the Tanat Valley.

Christine writes – What can I say about Bryn y Llidiart? We have 8 acres of wild
flower  meadows  at  1100ft  surrounded  by  farmland  with  amazing  views  in  all
directions.  We mow paths to take you on a journey.  The old hawthorns on the
boundaries are very weathered. We have planted over the 18 years we have lived
here about 1,700 trees. 600 whips were planted in about 2006 which now forms a
‘gelli’, little wood. Above this, another 600 whips went in last November. The trees
are mostly native or close relatives, a few others have crept in! We haven’t planted
any forest trees. There was an extant sycamore and that was probably planted in
the mid 1850’s. There were two more, one was diseased, hence we know the date
of that one so possibly the others. Then another was growing right up against the
longhouse and also had to come down. Holly is traditionally planted on the west
end of a longhouse to take the weather. Nothing grows very fast or tall up here.

We have a Welsh heritage orchard of mostly apple trees and a Snowden pear plus
a row of Bardsey island apples protecting the veggie garden. Our pond attracts
wildlife and is a sanctuary for us too.

I hope there is enough to interest the members to get them in their cars for an
outing. The farmer whose land surrounds us is amazed anything grows up here so
it is a bit of a surprise when you finally arrive.

We will provide beverages and cake.
Christine Scott



Instructions-  Drive through Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant  over bridge,  leaving
the bronze sheep outside the Plough PH o your left. Follow road up hill. 
Turn right  just  after  a  house  called  Bit  Fel,  and then turn left  in  front  of
bungalow behind Privet Hedge. Turn off left about 0.8 miles from here. Turn
left over cattle grid and along track. NOT the gate just before. Tarmac ends
here.

Figure 1: Route to Bryn Llidiart (Sat Nav SY10 OBP)



Tree Planting
Our last tree planting session for this season was at The Hurst on 1 April. There were nine
of us so that we could split easily into a four and a five to keep our distances as required.
One group planted twenty native trees, in the dovecote field, that will eventually grow into
standards: 4 English Oaks, 4 Sessile Oaks, 4 Small-leaved Limes, 2 Wild Cherry, 2 Hazel,
2  Rowan,  1  Hawthorn  and  1  Crab  Apple.  The  second  group  finished  off  our  hedge
planting, a planting we started a good many years ago by now. Richard and I will  visit
again when all are in leaf to see how many more trees we shall have to find to fill in for
those that failed. Fortunately, this does not appear to be many.

All  the  trees  we  planted,  we  obtained  free  from the  County's  free  tree  scheme.  This
included canes and spirals so nothing was a cost to ourselves.

I would like to thank all those who came along to help with the planting. Once again, we
had a wonderful team who did a splendid job and we look forward to lots more healthy
trees blossoming forth in the future.

Richard and I are now sorting out next season's plantings and we have some interesting
sessions ahead for us. We hope you'll join us from next October onwards.

Thanks you again from both of us.                                                         John Tuer
                                                                                                                Richard Dorell

Figure 2: STT volunteers at Coton Hill Nature Reserve (photo Roger and Angela Hughes)


