
Dear Members,

The date for comments on the documents sent for the digital AGM has come and
gone. As there were indeed no comments I therefore welcome Richard Dorrell to
the Committee which otherwise stays much the same (see previous newsletter).
The committee duly wish to thank you all.

It does look as though the restrictions will have eased somewhat by the time you
get  this  Newsletter  but  rather  than  encourage  members  to  meet  in  socially
distanced groups of six the next planned S.T.T. event will be another Self Guided
walk.  This time it is a walk round part of Belle Vue in Shrewsbury which, if you are
like I was, you may not have visited before. Two years ago I was asked to help
draw up a Tree Walk round Belle Vue as part of the Belle Vue festival.  Attached to
this Newsletter is a map showing the location of the trees plus some notes on the
trees mainly prepared by Rebecca Barker of the Belle Vue Committee.  There are
some interesting trees tucked away in parts of Belle Vue, including what I believe to
be the largest  Tulip  Tree  in  Shropshire.  The walk  as  described starts  near  the
Methodist Chapel on Belle Vue Road, but as it is completely circular you can start
from wherever you can find a parking space!  It is about 2km in distance but it is
possible to duck out at many points.

Hodnet Hall Gardens.  I was asked by Peter Aspin to bring it to your attention that
these gardens have re-opened for the year. At the moment this past Garden of the
Year winner is only open on Sundays from 11am. My wife and I went there on 21st
March and were impressed by their immaculate condition. I am trying to find out
how many gardeners they need to keep it looking like it is! The catering facilities are
open for outside seating. 

The Hopesay Hawthorns. In earlier Newsletters I
have mentioned that Andrew Allott  and I  collected
haws from the old fence-line running along the top
of  Hopesay Common in November 2019 and that
Hilary Boardman, Andrew and I had stratified a third
each of the processed haws. I am going to go into a
little  more  detail  now  in  order  to  encourage
members to try their hand at growing seedlings from
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Figure 1: Treated seed ready for 
pricking out into root trainers (photo
Andy Gordon)



other  stone  fruits  like  cherries  and  roses,  which  require  treatment  to  break
dormancy before they will germinate,

I processed the 30 litres of haws we collected by rubbing them with water through a
sieve with the mesh just slightly larger than the haw seed (technically known as
achenes) themselves. This process is done mechanically in commerce but with a
strong glove can be done quite effectively by hand. When I processed them in early
December not all the haws were at the same stage of ripeness so those held back
by the sieve initially were soaked overnight in water and processed again as above,
the next day.  Not all the flesh is removed in this process as can be seen in the first
photo but as long as the majority of achenes are clean of most of the flesh the next
stage of the procedure can begin.

This involved mixing equal volumes of sharp sand and sieved peat with the same
bulk of the processed achenes and thoroughly mixing them.  Hilary took one third of
the bulk, Andrew took another third and I looked after the final third. These thirds
were put about 2cm deep into three strong plastic tree shelter nets see photo and
buried about  10cm deep in  December  2019 in  our  respective  allotments.  Their
position was carefully marked. They were left in that position through until January
2021, although I did check the condition of my third a couple of times in the interim.

I  was  therefore  able  to  tell  the  others  that  the  warm damp
conditions during the summer of 2020 had resulted in a high
proportion of the achenes splitting open to reveal the true seed
meaning that  the cold weather  during winter  2020-21 would
break  the  dormancy  of  the  true  seed.   In  January  2021  I
brought a small sample of my treated bulk into the warmth of
my greenhouse and was pleased to see that within days some
had started to germinate, showing that what we had done had
been effective.  I asked Hilary and Andrew to bring their bulks
back to me a week later and was pleased to see that their
batches,  although  slightly  behind  my  batch,  were  also
beginning  to  germinate.  This  allowed  me  to  prick  out  one
germinating seed per cell  into used Rootrainers which Peter
Aspin kindly put at S.T.T.’s disposal. Over the next couple of
weeks I  filled over 800 cells with germinating seeds, 200 of
which I have kept and the balance I took to Peter. On 17th
February Peter sowed the remaining seed into an area in his nursery which he had
kept totally free of weeds and which he had kindly offered to S.T.T. to use.

These hawthorns are being grown for putting back on
Hopesay Common both to gap up the hedge-line from
which the haws were collected and to plant as individual
trees  over  the  rest  of  the  Common.  This  is  currently
covered in  bracken so a meeting has been arranged
with the local  National  Trust  Countryside Manager on
16th  April  to  discuss  our  plan  of  action.  Our  new
Planting  Officer,  Richard Dorrell,   Andrew Allott,  John

Figure 2: Peter 
sowing the balance 
of the seeds (photo 
Andy Gordon)

Figure 3: Treatment net and 
seedlings in root trainers.(photo 
Andy Gordon)



Tuer and I will represent S.T.T. If any member of S.T.T. has had experience of killing
bracken like this and can offer advice please get in touch. Further progress on this
project will be reported here.

Zoom  Talk  on  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  and  their  replacement  trees  at
Attingham 14th April between 4 and 5pm.  During the time slot I will be reporting
on  the  work  I  have  been  doing  at  Attingham  on  identifying  the  species  of
replacement cedars in the Cedars of Lebanon at Attingham. Two colleagues will
also be offering tips on identifying pines spruces, firs and cypresses. If any member
would like to participate in this Zoom meeting, please let me know and I will send
you the link as soon as it is sent to me.

Enjoy the greater freedom and I hope to see many of you quite soon.
Andy Gordon

  *****
An advert for Shropshire Historic Churches Trust 

  
Gardens Open 2021
Please see the poster attached for our programme of Gardens Open this year, 
sadly we are not printing leaflets as we had to recycle 28000 unused ones last 
year! 
We have 22 gardens open starting on May 19th, a Wednesday! at The Citadel, We-
ston under Redcastle, and for the first time includes 7 gardens open for Private Vis-
its. 
The season ends with the Cherry Tree Arboretum open on Oct. 17th, for pre-
booked visits only...and you can take a picnic! 

Car parking at the Arboretum is limited to 30 cars only, so please book your car 
with Angela Hughes a.dhughes@btinternet.co  m   (any snail mail members let John   
or Andy know please).

For further information please also visit our website:
www.Shropshirehct.org.uk 

****
March Tree Planting

Despite the free tree collection date being changed through three different dates,
we  did  manage  to  collect  them  in  March  and  planted  two  lots  of  the
lowland/woodland mix before the end of the month. These included the two oak
species, small-leaved lime, wild cherry, rowan, crab apple, hawthorn and hazel – all
natives. We planted 40 trees to be grown on as standards, all on the Shrewsbury
and Atcham Countryside Park at Coton Hill.  And we planted according to Covid
rules, the site allowing us to split the planting into two groups.

The day was the hottest in March for 53 years I believe, so the effort was gruelling.
The sun's rays beat ferociously and the heat enervated the strongest of us, with
perspiration adding to the watering much needed for each tree!!!!!

http://www.Shropshirehct.org.uk/
mailto:a.dhughes@btinternet.com
mailto:a.dhughes@btinternet.com


So a huge thank you once again to all who attended and saw the job through in just
an hour and a half. Thanks to Richard who brought us bark chippings for mulch and
large filled water containers which he trundled along on his wheelbarrow.

Our apologies, however, to one member who receives his Newsletter by land mail
and didn't have the last change in the planting date that we had to put out at the last
minute. He turned up on the Monday. I'm not sure what the way around that is.
Perhaps, if you don't receive your Newsletter by e-mail, it might be a good idea to
ring me a day or two before the scheduled planting, to check you have the correct
date please. I'm so sorry about the member who made the wasted journey.

This was caused by a change in collection date decreed by the Council and was
beyond our control (ed.).

The planting of the rest of our free trees will be on Thursday, 1st April, so I'll report
on this next time. John Tuer (01952 727642)



Bellevue and Coleham Tree Trail 
Start outside the Methodist Church, Bellevue Road
Tree 1. Black Pine (Pinus nigra) – Austrian Pine, Corsican Pine.  Native of central 
and southern European coastal regions.  Very tolerant tree, can resist heat, 
drought, salt, snow.  Can live to over 500 years old.  In Mythology, they symbolise 
humbleness, good fortune and prosperity, fertility and protection.  Their needles 
stay green throughout the winter months, which has been interpreted as a sign of 
vitality. Traditionally, they were thought to ward off bad spirits and protect buildings 
and cattle from misfortune, disease and even lightning. Barns and stables were 
swept with pine twig brushes and sprigs were hung above doorways.  In ancient 
Roman mythology pines were sacred to Attis. After his death he was changed into a
pine tree.  
Tree2.  Wellingtonia (Sequoiadendron giganteum) Sierra Redwood. A rather 
straggly poor specimen right next to Tree 1. Native of Sierra Mountains in 
California.  The name was probably derived by Stephan Endlicher, Austrian botanist
in 1857, from the Cherokee name of George Gist (Sequoyah) who developed the 
still-used Cherokee syllabary. The Coastal Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) can 
grow up to 115 m, 377 ft. and is the tallest tree on earth.   The oldest known 
Redwood may be about 2,200 years old.  The bark is resistant to fire due to its lack 
of resin.
Tree 3. London Plane (Platanus x hispanica, A hybrid between Oriental and 
American plane (P. occidentalis)). Thought to be a hybrid of the Oriental and 
American plane.  Brought here from Spain in 17 c.  Can grow to 35 m and live for 
several hundred years.  Most common tree in London as it copes well with drought, 
pollution and compacted soils.  It provides shade in summer in London and the 
oldest trees are to be found in Berkeley Square which are thought to have been 
planted in 1789.
Tree 4. Monkey Puzzle Tree (Araucaria araucana) From opposite the pub, look for 
a Monkey Puzzle Tree right behind the pub!  Brought here from Europe and North 
America in Victorian times.  Can live for 1000 years.  It was given the name by the 
Victorians who thought monkeys would be puzzled if they tried to climb one.  Native
to Chile and Western Argentina.  It has been around for 200 million years when the 
dinosaurs roamed the earth.  Its spine like needles prevented it from being eaten by
long extinct animals.  They are dioecious meaning male and female flowers grow 
on separate trees.  Male catkins. are long clusters of narrow green stamens which 
turn yellow then brown at the end of the summer.  Female catkins are spiny cones 
which appear after about 50 years of growth but unless there is a male tree close-
by do not set fertile seed.  
On the left 50m into Havelock Road there is a line of garages.  Over the railings at 
the far end is Tree 5.
Tree 5 Common Walnut (Juglans regia). Native from SE Asia to China but widely 
grown in UK gardens as far north as Inverness.  Produces nuts in long hot 
summers but not often grown commercially.  Like other members of the Juglans 
family, the pith of its twigs is laddered.  
Tree 6 Spanish Fir  (Abies pinsapo) – Highbury House garden. Native exclusively 
to southern Spain.  Unusually for a fir, this species carries its needles all round the 
stem; they are much shorter than most other firs.  Not used in the UK for Christmas 
Trees and is most commonly found in parks and large gardens.



Tree 7.   Irish Yew. (Taxus baccata var. fastigiata).  This upright form of Yew was 
first named in Co. Fermanagh and is now found in almost every cemetery in the UK
and Ireland. 

Tree 8.  Norway Spruce. (Picea abies) Universally used as our Christmas tree.  
Introduced to Britain in 1800’s.  Made popular by Prince Albert as a Christmas tree. 
Can grow up to 40 metres and live for 1000 years.  This tree was probably planted 
about 30 years ago after being used for Christmas. Its persistent cones are larger 
than other spruces found in the UK.  The seeds are released in the autumn as the 
cones mature and dry out and are carried by their wings on the wind for quite long 
distances
Tree 9. Goat Willow/pussy willow (Salix capraea). Native to Britain.  Mature trees 
can grow to 30 metres and live for 300 years.  Foliage is eaten by caterpillars of a 
number of moths, sallow kitten, sallow clearwing, dusky clearwing and the lunar 
hornet clearwing.  It is also the main food source for the purple emperor butterfly.  
Unlike most willows, the wood is not good for weaving as its twigs are too brittle.  
Traditionally used for making clothes pegs and foliage for feeding to cattle.  Wood 
burns well.  The pain killer Asprin was originally made from Salicin, a compound 
found in
.
Tree 10. Holm Oak (Quercus Ilex). Also known as Holly Oak as the new evergreen 
leaves are spiny.  Native to Mediterranean regions.  Can grow to 20m.  Introduced 
to Britain in late 1500.  The wood is incredibly hard and strong.  The Romans used 
the wood to make wheels and agricultural tools.  Today the wood is sometimes 
used for firewood as the fire burns slowly and is long lasting.  The acorns are used 
to feed the pigs for Iberico ham.
To find Trees 11 and 12 walk down Trinity street to the small development on the 
right.  Return the way you came.
Tree 11. Deodar Cedar  (Cedrus deodara).  Native to Western Himalayas.  Most 
Cedars in Shrewsbury are Cedrus deodara. The cedar wood is used as an insect 
repellent in Lebanon.  Not particularly valuable to wildlife.  It was planted in stately 
homes from 1740 onwards.   Today the wood is used for its hard, durability which 
retains a sweet fragrance for many years.  An oil similar to turpentine can be 
obtained from the wood.
Tree 12. Weymouth Pine (Pinus strobus).  Native to eastern North America.  
Named after Captain George Weymouth of the British Royal Navy who brought the 
seeds back from Maine in 1605.  Long, bluish green needles.  Cones are long and 
narrow.  Before the American Revolution, the British Crown would send people to 
mark the pines to reserve them for the British Navy.  Specially built barges would 
bring them back to the UK to use them as masts for the sailing ships.
Walk down the side of Holy Trinity Church
Tree 13. Yew Trees (Taxux baccata).  Native.  They can reach over 2000  years of 
age. The yew in Norbury near Bishops Castle is >1200 years old.  One method of 
calculating its age, puts this tree at over 200 years old.  24 yew trees in Britain have
girths exceeding 10 m and using this same formula, are believed to predate 
Christianity.  Yews carry male and female flowers on different trees and it is the 



female trees which carry the red berries in autumn.   These trees are male.  Yew 
hedges in particular are incredibly dense, offering protection and nesting 
opportunities for many birds. The UK’s smallest birds- the goldcrest and firecrest - 
nest in broadleaf woodland with a yew understorey.  The fruit is eaten by birds such
as the blackbird, mistle thrush, song thrush and fieldfare, and small mammals such 
as squirrels and dormice. The leaves are eaten by caterpillars of the satin beauty 
moth.

Tree 14.  Cappadocian Maple. (Acer cappadocicum) Caucasus Mountains.  Can 
be seen from the Teachers’s Car Park of Coleham Primary School.   It is the round 
crown tree against the grey roofed building at the back of the playground.   It is 
grown for its autumn colour of butter yellow in early October.
The next tree may be difficult to find.  After turning into Poultney Gardens do not be
put off by the metal gate at the far end.   There is a public right of way through The 
Limes straight ahead. To the left of the gate is the opening. 30 yards further on is 
Tree 15 and 50 yards further on is a wooden gate taking you to Lime Street.
Tree 15. Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera.)  This tree is native to eastern North 
America and has been grown in parks and large gardens in the YK as far north as 
the North Midlands since about 1650.   It is named for the tulip like flowers which 
appear in June and July and are yellow green with orange internal markings.The 
wood is used in cabinet making and furniture making.  Used to be used for dugout 
canoes by eastern North Americans.
Tree 16 Golden Rain Tree (Koelruteria paniculata).  From the Far East, they 
have large panicle of small yellow flowers which turn into large Chinese lantern-like 
fruits with a single black seed inside. They were  planted by Shrewsbury Council 
about 30 years ago to replace older larger Lime trees.    

Tree 17 Liquidambar (Liquidambar styraciflua) Native to eastern and southern USA.
A number of these trees with Acer like leaves have been planted between the 
above. Some cultivars of it have lovely red foliage in autumn as typified by the row 
of young trees on the pavement opposite the old Lord Hill Hotel.

Tree 18.  Box elder  (Acer negundo).  Native over much of USA and Canada.  It is 
a true maple and has nothing to do with the elder tree.   It is usually planted in its 
variegated form but unless its green shoots are constantly removed the tree reverts
to its pure green form.
Tree 19. Silver Birch (Betula pendula).  One of two native birch trees,  Its lower 
white bark develops deep vertical fissures whereas the downy birch tree shows 
narrow brownish horizontal lenticels (for gaseous exchange).
Tree 20. Cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani)  In the Municipal cemetery ground by 
the chapel.  Native to Lebanon and SE Turkey Most Cedars in Shrewsbury are 
Cedrus deodara. The cedar wood is used as an insect repellent in Lebanon.  Not 
particularly valuable to wildlife.  It was planted in stately homes from 1640s 
onwards.   Today the wood is used for its hard, durability which retains a sweet 



fragrance for many years.  An oil similar to turpentine can be obtained from the 
wood.
 Tree 21 Two English Oak (Quercus robur) These trees are estimated to be about 
4 and 5 m in girth and are therefore estimated to be between 200 and 300 yrs old. 
There are two native oaks, Pedunculate and Sessile Oak..    Pedunculate means 
the acorns are carried on medium to long stalks (peduncles).  Sessile – the acorns 
are borne on short or no stalks.  Acorns/oak plants used to be planted along 
boundaries so this may be  the old Bellevue boundary. 
Tree 22.  Japanese larch. (Larix kaempferi). Native only to the main island of 
Japan. A few are overhanging the public footpath from the Cemetery.  It is more 
disease resistant than the non-native European larch and has been planted widely 
in British forests in the past.  Its cones are smaller than those of European larch 
with reflexed scales. It has been found to be a secondary host of the fungal disease
which is responsible for Sudden Oak death which has resulted in clear-felling of 
many thousands of acres of plantations.
Tree 23.  English Elm.  (Ulmus procera).  Most people think that this species no 
longer grows in the UK because of Dutch Elm disease.   Elm trees sucker readily so
when they were cut down in the 1970’s they continued to sucker prolifically with the 
result that many hedges in Shropshire are formed of pure English Elm, which get 
cut back most years.  As soon as they are allowed to grow to about 5m in height the
same insect attacks them as before and they die back.   On the left of the path you 
can see a number of shoots with flake like corky growths.   Even without its leaves 
this is a useful diagnostic characteristic.
Tree 24.  Hazel.   (Corylus avellana.var contorta).    Commonly known as 
Harry’Lauder’s Walking Stick this cultivar is quite widely planed throughout British 
parks and gardens.    
Tree 25. Ginkgo or Maidenhair Tree (Ginkgo biloba).  This is a deciduous tree that
matures to 100 ft and is considered to be a living fossil.  It is the only surviving 
member of a group of ancient plants believed to have inhabited the earth up to 150 
million years ago in the Jurassic.  The male trees are planted very widely all over 
China as they turn a striking yellow in the autumn before the leaves fall.  The rotting
fruits from female trees have a terrible smell!  There is a much older tree in the 
grass area between the old Wakeman School building and the river.
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