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Chairman’s Comments  
 

Dear members,  

 
It has been a thrilling summer of visits with two in the Kidderminster area and one in Birmingham. 
Also the visit to Brampton Bryan was exceptional as it also included the famous Aardvaark books and 
of course a café. At Winterbourne Gardens the visit included an arts and crafts house which was well 
received by members. Who is to say we only focus on trees? We do try to offer just that little bit more.  
For myself I am always learning new things about trees in STT. Next year we will continue on our 
various visits so something exciting to look forward to next spring. We do occasionally have to change 
visits as occurred this year and we do hope that none of you were inconvenienced. Details of our last 
visit for this year to John Ravenscroft’s arboretum are below. 
 

We would like to hear from you, the members, if you have any favourite trees or arboretae you would 
like to visit in the next couple of years as we put together the new programme. We are therefore asking 
you as members to suggest places you would like to visit or places where you have been and which you 
feel Trust members would like to visit. 
 

Please either reply to the email address from which this Newsletter came or phone Andy on 01743 
357252.  
 

We are more than half way through our year and can I remind members that at the next AGM in February 
the positions of Chair, Membership Secretary, Treasurer and Newsletter Editor will be available for 
ballot. The Chair must have served on the Committee for one year but the other roles are open. Please 
give your serious consideration to taking on one of these roles. 
 

May I particularly thank Andy Gordon for his sterling work on the newsletter for nearly ten years, John 
Tuer for his dedication to a number of excellent visits this year and Hilary as Membership Secretary. 

David 
Special tree planting  Sunday 13th October at 11.30am 
 

Don Mansell has been associated with the Severn Tree Trust and its fore-runners for over 30 years!  He 
also was a volunteer at Attingham for nearly as long.  Don is a wood-turner of great skill and has been 
responsible for STT signs and many signs dotted around the Attingham Estate.  Don stopped volunteering 
at Attingham last winter at which time your Committee felt that his work for both STT and the National 
Trust should be recognised in some way.  By the time we had got NT approval and had persuaded Don 
of our plans it was too late in the spring to plant a tree without it requiring constant watering.  Don will 
be planting a tree in Attingham on the above date as a souvenir of all the work he did for STT and the 
National Trust.  Any members wishing to attend the planting, which has been arranged so that his four 
daughters and some of his grandchildren can attend, are invited to meet at the Visitor Reception at 
11.15am. 
 
(As a possible additional reason for attending, Andy Gordon is leading his annual Tree Walk round Attingham that afternoon 
from 2pm.) 



Our visit to Bodenham Arboretum (Saturday 14th September 2019) 
 

Another beautiful sunny day. Another splendid array of tree species. Another vast range of different 
varieties, cultivars and forms. Even if you didn't come along, you will know of the trees that we actually 
saw at Bodenham from the list I sent out beforehand. Or, at least, that was sent out for me. So I shall not 
spend too much of this report in re-listing all the trees we saw. 
 

David Binnion, the originator of the arboretum, was passionate about trees. He owned a large estate, 
including a farm, and decided in the early 1970s to plant this wonderful range of trees. In 1998, twenty 
five years after the original plantings, he opened his arboretum to the public. The opening was presided 
over by no less  than Sir Bernard Lovell of Jodrell Bank fame, himself the owner of a private arboretum 
in Cheshire. 
 

I always see any arboretum as a resource not only for tree enthusiasts but also for serious tree academics. 
If the trees are correctly labelled, specimens may be matched against them to aid identification. It is for 
this reason that it is important that trees are labelled accurately. Though it is not necessarily the arboretum 
that gets it wrong. They may be sent specimens from their suppliers who themselves have mislabelled 
their supplies. 
 

A few years ago, we planted yew trees in Bridgnorth cemetery and we ordered all of them to be Irish 
Yews, five hundred of them. A few rogues had entered the batch and we had some plain Taxus baccata 
among them. In Much Wenlock, when William Penny  Brookes planted the Linden Avenue in 1869 he 
order over seventy Common Limes. Today we see growing among them at least two Large-Leaved Limes 
and two different forms of the Common Lime - “Pallida” and “Hatfield”. (These were verified for us by 
Donald Pigott on his visit in 2010.) What I'm getting at is that it is so important that if we say a species 
to be such and such, we must truly ensure that it is not anything else. 
 

Sadly, Bodenham Arboretum had made labelling mistakes on a few of its specimens. Fortunately, we 
had members among us who recognised these straight away. But unsuspecting members of the public 
would simply accept every label to be correct. So it is a pity that inaccuracies like this could lead us to 
doubt the naming of some of the other trees. 
 

Many tree-interested people remember where they have seen certain specimens and know that if they 
wish to photograph them or use them for identification on another occasion, they know exactly to where 
they may return to find these specimens. I shall know that if I wish to see the Service Tree of Fontainblaeu 
(Sorbus latifolia) or the Whitty Pear (Sorbus domestica) or, for that matter, a Black Oak (Quercus 
velutina) again, then Bodenham is the place where I can find them.   
 

This arboretum really did have a large number of quite rare tree species. Where else can you see the 
Water Tupelo (Nyssa aquatica) ? Or a variety of the Chestnut-leaved Oak called “Greenspire” ? I could 
list many others under this category – trees that it is difficult to find in any other arboretum. David 
Binnion did have an eye for the unusual. And this arboretum is all the better for it. Sadly he is no longer 
with us to add his expertise and enthusiasm but, thankfully, his sons are able to carry on his legacy.  
                                                                                                                                                   John Tuer. 
 
The walk through Mortimer Forest to celebrate the founding, one hundred years ago, of the 
Forestry Commission (Saturday, 28th September) 
 
As a group with an interest in trees it really was necessary to do something to commemorate and celebrate 
the founding of the Forestry Commission one hundred years ago on 1st September 1919. 
 
Keith Pybus and I were very happy to see a number of members and friends turn out to make this 
celebratory walk. Keith looked at the origins of the Forestry Commission and its progress during its first 
fifty or so years while I looked at the trees. In order, the conifers that we stopped to look at were: Douglas 
Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), Norway Spruce (Picea abies), Japanese Red Cedar (Cryptomeria japonica), 
Japanese Larch (Larix kaempferi), Sitka Spruce (Picea sitchensis), Lawsons Cypress (Chamaecyparis 
lawsoniana), Scots Pine (pinus sylvestris), Noble Fir (Abies procera) and Western Hemlock (Tsuga 
heterophylla).   
 



Mortimer Forest was one of the first plantings of the new Forestry Commission in the early 1920s and 
we have to thank Sara Pearce of Forestry England (its present name) for her help in producing a map that 
we could use to show the dates of the current plantings. 
 
Our next visit to Cherry Tree Arboretum Saturday 12th October 2pm 
 
Address: Cherry Tree Lane, Woore, Crewe,  Cheshire CW3 9SR 
 
A relatively young collection of trees and shrubs, many very unusual and interesting examples, just on 
the boundary of the Shropshire / Cheshire border. Created by John Ravenscroft, Ann Ravenscroft and 
Chris Brookes working together to create a sustainable and productive Arboretum producing very 
specialist trees and shrubs. John Ravenscroft previously owned Bridgemere Garden Centre which is 
nearby  
If the early autumn is kind we should see a wide range of trees and shrubs in splendid autumn colours 
across the 50 acres. There will be trees you have never seen before and some you may already know, 
what is clear is that you will find something of interest. 
The Arboretum is relatively easy to get to and is located down a lane off the A51 in Woore (near Market 
Drayton) 
 
Directions  
To get to Woore, head north from Market Drayton on the B5415 (where you go in and out of Shropshire 
& Staffordshire) until you reach the A51 at Irelands cross or head along the A53 through Loggerheads 
until you reach the A51. In both instances when you reach the A51, turn left towards Woore. 
Pass into the village of Woore, go past a crossroads junction with the A525 and continue along the road 
for approximately 500m passing through a tall hedge on either side almost forming a tunnel - you are 
still in the 30mph speed limit.  Then there is a lane on the right hand side immediately next to a black 
and white house – you should see a small road sign saying Cherry Tree Lane. 
Continue along this lane slowly, being aware of some small speed bumps almost to the end. As you reach 
the last 15m of the lane you will see a set of double gates on your left hand side, this is the arboretum. 
DO NOT GO ANY FURTHER AS THIS IS NOT THE ARBORETUM.  
Head through the gates and continue along the track, until you reach some building after going along a 
crest in the road. Park considerately in that area. 
 
Refreshments 
Unfortunately John Ravenscroft is not able to offer refreshments, but if we leave the Arboretum at 4pm 
and then head approximately 500m north on the A51 and you will reach Bridgemere Garden centre. They 
have a great café offering a wide range of drinks and snacks. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


